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Institute Leaked Mobile Computmg Tech Claims Firm

Akshaya Mukul | nn

New Delhi: Thecaseagainst
HT Kharagpur and is affil-
fate Technology Incubation
and Entrepreneurship
Training Society (TIETS) for
misappropriation of fech-
nology of a US firm in the
Northern District Court of
California has taken a seri-
ousturn,

Recently, the US Patent &
Trademark Office (USPTQO)
described the technology as
“valuableand novel” evenbe-
fore I'T-Kgp had access to it
What could further compli-
cate matters for IIT Kharag-
pur is the fact that the US
court has refused fo grant it
sovereign immunity (given
tocountries).

HT-Kgp is said to have
breached the confract it
signed in 2003 with entrepre-
newr Mandana D Farhang
and her affiliate MA Mobile
Limited by allegedly passing
to others the technology re-
lating to a new platform for
mobile computing,

Sanjiv N Singh, co-lead
counsel for plaintiffs Far-
hang and MA Mobile, foid
TOI from the US: “I'TKha-
ragpur should be very wor-
ried about the Farhang case.
The recent authorization by

STORM BREWING: UHT Kharagpur

USPTO of a patent describ-
ing Farhang's mobile fech-
nology and confirming that
thetechnology in guestionis
valuable and novel — and
was valuable and novel as of
the year 2000, long before II'T-
Kgpevenhadaccesstoitaga
frade secret — confirms that
the Farhang case will be a
winner and will very likely
resulf ina significant verdict
for our client. Moreover, the
case has been approved o
proceedand HT-Kgpmust re-
main in it as a defendant, de-
spiteattempis by ittohave it-
self dismissed from the
case.”

HT-Kgp registrar T K

(Ghosal did not reply to ade-
tailed guestionnaire. He told
TOIthatthe "matterissubju-
dice and the institute would
notliketocomment”.

In the complaint, Far-
hang’s lawyers have made
Partha P Chakrabarti, dean,
Sponsored Research and In-
dustrial Consultancy HT-
Kgp, HT professors Pallab
Dasgupia, Rakesh Gupta,
Pravanjan Choudhry, Subrat
Panda and Animesh Naskar
party o the case by alleging
wrongful  conduct.  Singh
said, "There is compelling
evidence that agents of H1-
Kap, operating undey the di-
rection of and in coordina-

tion with Partha Chakrabar-
i, appear o have
misappropriated a US-based
companyv’s technology for
their own benefit and for dis-
semination to third parties
including IBM and the Indi-

- anRailways.”

The case relates to 2003
when Farhang and her affil-
fate entered into an agree-
ment with [T-Kgp and
shared anew mobile comput-
ing technology Farhang and
her affiliate shared not only
critical technology and con-
fidential information with
HT-Kep but also disclosed
critical frade secrets relating
to marketing, businessstrat-
egies and various applica-
tions for which the technolo-
ay couldbe used.

In return, HHT-Kgp prom-
ised to develop the advanced
prototype that Farhang and
heraffiliate provided tothem
for specific application with
Indian Railways. The com-
plaint incourt said while IIT
Kgppromised itcoulddeliver
because of is influential sta-
tus in India, # “misappropri-
ated” the fechnology and
“joint venture's customers
for their own beneflt, giving
the technology to IBM and ul-
fimately to the Indian Rail
ways and possibly others”,
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Govt shelves NIT fee

increase proposal

By PrasHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

-------------------------

NEW DELH!

he government on Tuesday

shelved a proposal to raise
the tuition fee at 20 National In-
stitutes of Technology (NITs) by
40%.

More than 22,000 students are
enrolled at NITs, which are re-
. garded as top engineering and
technology schools next only to
the Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy (IITs) in stature.

The NIT governing council
had proposed to raise the tuition
fee from 335,000 per year to
50,000 for BTech and MTech
programmes. Mint has reviewed
a copy of the proposal.

But a meeting on Tuesday
chaired by human resource de-
velopment (HRD) minister Kapil
Sibal did not accept the propos-
al, a ministry spokesperson said.

“It will now be referred to a
committee,” the spokesperson
said. A ministry official said
growing criticism over rising in-
flation and a recent hike in fuel
prices prompted the ministry’s
decision,

“At a time when the govern-
ment is facing criticism from
both political parties and the
public on a number of issues, it

would not have been just to go
for a fee hike in NITs,” the official
said, asking not to be named.

An increase in fuel prices last
week led to protests in many
parts of the country.

Earlier this month, education
ministers from various states did
not agree with the Central gov-
ernment’s proposal to increase
university fees by 10% every
three years.

Bharat Gulia, senior manager
with audit and consulting firm
Ernst and Young, said unless in-
stitutes such as NITs are allowed
to hike fees, it will be difficult for
them to attain financial autono-
my. “They need more funds to
improve infrastructure, research
and impart quality education,”
he said. “Poor students should
get subsidy, but everyone study-
ing in these colleges should not
enjoy low-fee, high-quality edu-
cation.”

The meeting on Tuesday,
however, approved proposals to
provide merit-based scholar-
ships to undergraduate students
and promote the admission of
foreign students by holding the
All-India Engineering Entrance
Examinaticn online. Students for
NITs and some top architecture
institutes are selected through
this examination,
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M.Scin IIT

Q. While pursuing B.Sc¢ Chemistry (2nd year) at
Panjab University, I have developed a great interest
in biochemistry. I have heard that one can do M.Sc¢
from IITs also, Will I be eligible for this - particu-
larly at IIT Delhi?

A. Sure you are ranked among the top centres for
higher education in chemistry in the country, IIT

Delhi's Department of Chemistry is an attractive des-:

tination for students pursuing M. Sc., M.Tech and
Ph.D degrees and research. : ’

And luckily for you, the unique feature of IT-D’s M.Sc
curriculum is that biochemistry is treated on an equal
footing with the traditional sub-disciplines of chemnistry:
inorganic, organic, and physical.

. Besides, the basic courses in these four sub-disci-

plines you will be exposed to the state-of-the-art in var-
ious research fields in the elective courses, You will
learn design and synthetic principles, use analytical
instruments, and sharpen your writing skills during
your year-long project work on cutting-edge research
_ problems to prepare yourself for a career in modern day
R&D in chemistry. '

You can then work in major chemical companies or pur-
sue your doctoral work in top class institutes and uni-
versities across the globe. .

IIT-D also offers a unique M.Tech in “Molecular Engi-
neering: Chemical Synthesis & Analysis”. )

This two-year post-MSc programme prepares students
for a career in the chemical industry. .

To pursue M.Sc at any of the IITs, you need a bache-
lor's degree with chermnistry as a subject for three years/six
semesters and mathematics at (plus II} level.

Selection is on the basis of a Joint Admission Test {JAM)
for M.Sc in May. T

— Minal Punj
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IIM Kozhikode marks gender
diversity landmark

The Indian Institute of Management
Kozhikode (IIMK) continued its nove!
mission on the promotion of gender
diversity and subject spread for the
second consecutive year. The academ-
ic batch of year 2011-2013 will include
35% women as compared to 30% of
last year. Out of the total number of
341 students admitted, 121 are women.
Given its niche positioning, IIMK
has again proved to be a thought
leader by sustaining its diversity of
student profiles, IIMK has been the
trendsetter for business schools in
the country with its consistent gen-
der diversity drive, which is now
emulated by others. The fact that
there is significant representation
from the lower income groups in the

socio-economie profile of the parents
of the incoming students speaks for
the social diversity the Institute has
been able to achieve.

[IMXK has also got the credit of
proactively enacting the affirmative
action of implementing the govern-
ment norms on reservations to the
backward and the economically
weaker sections.

Out of the women admitted, 84
have Common Admission Test per-
centile between 90 and 100. IIMK
director Debashis Chatterjee says,
“Giving prominence to girl students
has become a trend in IIM-
Kozhikode. Last year too we had the
maximum number of women-stu-
dents among all [IMs.” He says girls
have always performed better than
boys. “This is all on merit. The female
students have brought greater diver-
sity both in the learning environment
as well as in their academic and .
social profiles. It is truly a transfor-
mation process at [IMK whereby stu-
dents whose parental income is less
than a lakh per year end up with top
jobs around the world” he says.
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